AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE
personal appearance. The wearing of Court dress was one of
the most revealing incidents in MacDonald's life and one
which gave rise to many protests among the rank and file of
. the Party. Such was his power and authority that he was able
to enforce his wishes upon the other members of the Govern-
ment. Had the Party been consulted, the verdict against
wearing these ostentatious fripperies would have been over-
whelming. But the Party was never consulted.
When, one morning, a picture of Ramsay MacDonald
in full gold-braided Court dress and complete with sword
appeared, there was an immediate outcry from the Labour
Party. It caused a first-class crisis in the Party. It was regarded
as a desertion of the working class for the Capitalist enemy,
of which this ostentatious finery was the insignia. It seemed
objectionable, this emphasizing of differentiation, this social
change following political change. Questions began to be
asked. Was it for this that MacDonald was chosen leader?
How would this bring Socialism, help unemployment or raise
the standard of life of the working classes ? For these objects
they had supported MacDonald ; would this donning the livery
of their enemies bring them nearer ? Of course, this protest
came chiefly from MacDonald's Socialist followers. Many
people hailed it with delight. To be asked to Court was a
great honour to a poor man. Many ladies were concerned
about Miss MacDonald. Would she know how to behave at
Court ? Would she wear the right dress for the great occasion ?
Some Society ladies offered to help her* These she calmly
snubbed. c I have already chosen my frocks/ she said, e and
I think I know how to behave at Court.'
Not only was MacDonald's decision to wear Court dress
regarded as a surrender ; it was deemed to be absolutely un-
necessary. It was an opinion widely held that MacDonald
could have avoided it, if he had explained all the circumstances
to the King, who could not be expected to know the mind of
the Labour Party on these matters. While some compromise
might be necessary or expedient in the circumstances, there
were still matters where a Labour Prime Minister would feel
himself compelled to take a different line from that of his
Liberal and Tory predecessors. Although the Labour Party
were definitely opposed to the House of Lords, hereditary titles.